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Guidance for Bath Residents and Businesses 
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Town of Bath
The Town of Bath has made a significant investment into the Town’s sidewalks and other beautification projects over the past several years.  As part of the Streetscapes
work being done in the Town, we have made great strides to create uniformity in the Town’s sidewalks, street lights, parking meters, trash receptacles, benches, and other elements

to update and beautify the Town.  Now that three phases of the Streetscapes project have been completed including a major section in the heart of Town, we want to ensure that efforts are being taken by the Town’s residents and business owners to ensure uniform maintenance and upkeep of the Town’s sidewalks and to ensure that everyone in Town is on the same page regarding appropriate usage of the sidewalks and what is and is not permitted regarding sidewalk usage.

 

The purpose of this pamphlet is to provide guidance on what the Town expects of businesses and property owners on usage of the Town’s sidewalks.  The Council is in the process of developing an updated sidewalk ordinance that will put into code the expectations set out in this pamphlet.

If you have questions or would like to apply for a permitted exception regarding use of the Town’s sidewalks, please contact the Town of Bath.

 
Town of Bath 

271 Wilkes Street
Berkeley Springs, WV 25411

Phone: 304-258-1102

Fax: 304-258-2638

Website:  www.townof bath.org

Sidewalk Areas 
 The “Buffer” zone of the sidewalk is the 5 to 12-foot area directly behind the curb used to locate regulatory and other signs, parking meters, planter boxes, trees, town provided benches, trash receptacles, planters, street lights, etc.  This area typically has a contrasting surface from the main sidewalk such as grass or is paved in a contrasting material, color, or pattern to distinguish this area from the pedestrian access route.  This area of the sidewalk is controlled by the Town.   The purpose of the “Buffer” zone is public use, not private use.  A restaurant wanting to place an outdoor eating area in this zone will need to apply for a Town permit prior to placing any tables and chairs in this area of the sidewalk.   
The “Pedestrian Access” zone is the central 5 to 12-foot area of the sidewalk that provides pedestrians with a safe, convenient, continuous, and unobstructed pedestrian route that connects all accessible elements of a pedestrian system in the public transportation right of way.
The “Frontage” zone is the 2 to 4-foot area of the sidewalk that is adjacent to buildings or property lines.  Temporary items such as signs, flags, plants, benches, other furniture, and other items that fit within the zone without crossing into the “Pedestrian Access” area can be placed in the “Frontage” area.  The “Frontage” zone is considered a business use area of the sidewalk.  This area is meant to allow business owners to have attractive business fronts, while permitting safe access into and out of businesses.  It is likely that no items will be allowed to be permanently attached in this zone without a permit from the Town.   Items should not be anchored into the sidewalk surface   Real estate “For Sale” signs should go in the “Frontage” zone or in the business or residence window.  Signs and flags placed in the “Frontage” area will need to have a vertical clearance of 80 inches.
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Concrete Sidewalk Section:
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Paver Sidewalk Section:
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Repair and Maintenance and Responsibilities
Residents and business owners are responsible for maintenance of safe and accessible sidewalks.  To this end, residents and business owners have the following responsibilities regarding the sidewalks abutting to their property or business.                                       
Sidewalk Repairs:
All owners or agents of owners with property abutting and fronting upon any street, plaza, or alley within Town limits are required to keep the public sidewalks immediately abutting their property in good order and repair.  When sidewalk repairs are necessary, the property owner or the agent of the owner is responsible for paying for the costs of those repairs.   Property owners or their agents can pay the Town to carry out the repairs or can hire their own contractor to make the repairs.  If hiring their own contractor, the property owner or their agent will be required to apply for a permit from the Town and affirm through the permit that work will be conducted in accordance with specifications provided by the Town.  The specifications will be different depending upon whether the section of the sidewalk needing repaired is a concrete sidewalk section or a paver sidewalk section.

 

[image: image6.png]


Snow Removal:

Property owners and their agents with property abutting and fronting upon any street, plaza, or alley within Town limits are required to remove any accumulation of snow or ice upon the sidewalk adjacent to their property within 24 hours each day that snow and ice accumulates.    
If using mechanical equipment, caution should be exercised to not damage surfaces or structures in the “Pedestrian Access” zone of the sidewalk.  Salt should not be applied to concrete or paver block areas, particularly on newly installed surfaces.  There are a few sodium chloride-free products, which may be used to melt snow and ice such as “Zero Ice: Ice and Snow Melter” produced by Howard Johnson Enterprises.  Follow directions on packaging to avoid damage to sidewalk surfaces, grass, and tree areas.  Any damage to the sidewalks caused from such applications, will be the responsibility of the property owners and their agents.  To improve traction over slick sidewalks, the application of sand is preferred. 
 In removing snow and ice from sidewalks, the entire “Pedestrian Access” zone should be cleared and made free of obstruction. Snow and ice should not be placed on or in planters if there is any likelihood that salt or melting materials are in the snow and ice, including any snow and ice plowed from the street.  All shoveled snow and ice can be placed in the “Buffer” zone of the sidewalk, including on the permeable pavers that lie in between the planters, as the melt from the snow and ice will enter the storm water system from this zone.
Trash and Debris Removal:

Property owners and their agents with property abutting and fronting upon any street, plaza, or alley within Town limits are required to remove any trash, debris, or anything unsanitary on the sidewalk adjacent to their property or within five feet of that sidewalk.  Trash from owners and businesses must be stored on premises until the proper time and day of pickup by the Town’s sanitation personnel.  Residents and businesses should avoid putting out on the sidewalk for pickup liquids and materials which could stain or otherwise damage the sidewalk surface.  Public trash receptacles are not for use by residents and businesses for their regular trash, but are for pedestrians to dispose of small items, such as disposable cups, food wrappers, and the like. 
Planters:

Permanent planters located in the “Buffer” area of the sidewalk will be maintained by the Town of Bath.  Individuals and organizations are encouraged to apply to the Town to adopt and maintain selected planters.  Property owners and their agents should not plant or place anything in the planters adjacent to their property at any time without first obtaining permission from the Town.
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